
8th Grade Music Course Outline and Classroom Expectations 

Welcome to 8th Grade Music. The music curriculum for 8th grade is entitled “The History 
of Popular Music”. We will focus our time throughout the year discussing, researching, and 

debating the definition of popular music. We will study what has made music popular 
throughout American History, and determine what qualities make up some of the most 

successful music in history. Much like our 7th grade curriculum, our work will be focused 
on intense class discussion, take home assignments, group work, and projects. It may 

seem easier than studying for tests and quizzes, however the responsibility for your 
success falls on your shoulders more than ever before.  

Throughout the year we will navigate through different time periods in popular music 
history. Many of our units will align with subjects being discussed in Media Studies and 

History classes. Instead of following a linear timeline from early pop music through current, 
we will navigate around the last century or so by jumping from time period to time period. 
Much like Bill and Ted on their Excellent Adventure. (In case you aren’t familiar they were 

the FIRST guys to time travel using a phone booth. They were also much more rad.) 

Here are some of the things we’ll be focusing on this year: 

What is Popular Music? - Pop Music and Advertising 
Civil War Music - Jazz/Swing and Prohibition  

The Birth of Rock and the Electric Guitar - Motown History 
Music of the Counterculture - World Popular Music 

Hip-Hop History 

The goal of each major unit will be to incorporate intense class discussion and debate, and 
end with a culminating project or presentation. Please note the following important policies 

and procedures.  

Homework Policy: Students are responsible for handing in any homework ON TIME and 
being prepared for all classes. Any late homework will be accepted ONE DAY after the due 
date with a maximum value of 50%. Any work turned in more than one day after the due 
date will NOT be accepted without prior approval. Absent students are responsible for 
either turning in their homework via Google Drive, or as soon as they return to school.  

Group Projects: Students are responsible for working together and cooperatively 
throughout the duration of a group project. ALL students working in the group must 

actively participate and share the workload. Grades will be given for group work on an 
individual basis. If you do not work well with your group, and do not share the workload 

accordingly, your personal grade will be affected negatively.  

Quizzes: Any quizzes given on topics discussed in class will be announced at least one 
full class cycle ahead of time. You will have plenty of time to prepare, it is your 

responsibility to get yourself ready for a quiz. 



Website: gwcsmusic.weebly.com  -  Any and all important information for class will be 
posted regularly on my website. Please check the website when you have questions about 

what we have been doing in class, homework assignments, and possible extra-credit 
assignments. Throughout the year class discussion topics, polls, surveys, and more will be 

posted. Students will be required to access the website and complete assignments. 
PLEASE NOTE - The website does function well on a mobile device and students can 

access and complete assignments on a phone or tablet if necessary.  

Grading Policy: Admittedly my grading policy is strict. Do the work, get the points. ALL 
8th grade music students will be required to keep a tally sheet of their grades throughout 
the semester. The tally sheet will be an easy way for students and parents to know what 

their grade is in music class at ANY time throughout the school year.  
 Students will be instructed in the use of their tally sheets. 

	 	 	 	 GRADING SCALE:	 90 -100 = A 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 80 - 89 = B 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 70 - 79 = C 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 60 - 69 = D 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	   0 - 59 = F 

Now down to business…Just so Mr. Z knows that parents and students have read and 
understood the policies of class, please sign below and return this paper on your 
next music class. (IT’S WORTH 5 POINTS!) 

Student Name ___________________________ Signature ____________________________ 

Parent Name____________________________ Signature _____________________________


